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Happy New Year KCPA Members and Supporters

Thanks to all of you who attended the 2011 Holiday Luncheon, and for those of you who missed, we really
hope to see you next year. Attendance this year was a success and our opportunity drawing ticket sales generatg
a whopping $1,658.00, providing a donation of $829.
Christmas for Seniors) as well as a phenomenal number of unwrapped toys for the Jamison Center. This would
not have been possible without the generous support and contributions by all of our donors and, of course, our

Holiday Luncheon Committee (whom | so affectionately refer to as my elves )!

I would like to take a moment to publically recognize them individually one more time (in no particular
order): Aneta Adams, Hana Tarin, Jessie Frost, Justin Madding, Lou Stoker, Makala Coleman, Patty Ortiz, Shelly
Howlett, Starlene Parson, Karen Clemans, Stephanie Jones, Cindy Oliver, Simona Hayes, Nancy Boles, Kayleen

Wills, Christine Randall, Ruthanne Esparza, Trinette Lidgett, and Leslee Vincent.

If you are interested in joining our team of elves and having a fun time putting together an event that
promises to be even better than the year before, please email me aabrewer@kleinlaw.com . Al so d

to check out the fabulous photos from the luncheon in this newsletter.

(continued next page)

ol
00 t
onodt



http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJke3uSftOY3oAEPuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dparty%2Bstreamers%2Bclip%2Bart%26sado%3D1%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26fr2%3Ds

In further news, in November regular members received an email and request to vote on an amendment to
our Bylaws regarding the issue ofvotes by proxy. This amendment proposal was passed and will be effective

December 1, 2011. For more information please see

Another change that has occurred is due to an unexpected price increase implemented by the Bakersfield
Petroleum Club on our association, new prices for our luncheons will take effect January 1, 2012 and are as
follows: $25.00 for members and $30.00 for non -members. As we understand that this is a significant price
increase and are disappointed to have to impose this upon our members and supporters, we would like to remind
you that it is the first price increase in quite a few years. We will be actively looking for a new place to hold our
meetings, so if you have any recommendations and/or comments, please send them to me or Programs Director,

Shelly Howlett at showlett@kleinlaw.com . Itis our hope that we can find a new location to be able to resume

a lower cost lunch and MCLE in the near future.

In any event, this message is sent to wish each of you many blessings and joy for the New Year. For those
of you who may not have heard, my husband and | are expecting our first little one, due June 7. | anticipate
sharing many new, wondrous, and exciting things with all of you and hope that each of you are happy and fulfilled

as we go forward in 2012!

Here to serve you,

Amber D. Brewer
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January Community Affairs

~ Miscellaneous News and Notes ~

New Year's greetings! Your Board recently presented KCPA's regular members with proposed revised
Bylaws. The proposed revisions dealt with the issue of voting by proxy, which is not permitted. The Bylaws
were inconsistent in some places on that issue. The regular members voted to approve the revisions as
presented, and the revised Bylaws were adopted by the Board in December.Thank you regular members for
timely turning in your votes. If you are interested in a copy of the revised Bylaws, please contact KCPA's
Secretary, Shelly Howlett, after January 12, 2012.

Kayleen Wills, Board Advisor




JANUARY MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

The Kern County Paralegal Association, a State Bar approved MCLE provider, invites

you to our January luncheon on
Thursday, January 12, 2012 from 12:00 noon to 1:15 p.m.
THE HONORABLE FRANK HOOVER, Retired
will be giving a presentation on
fifhe Hi story of Americabds Seeming Fascj|nat
lllegal Drugs and the Ruinous Effect on Jurisprudence 0
The luncheon will be held at
The Petroleum Club
12th Floor of the Stockdale Towers
5060 California Avenue
Bakersfield, California
(N/E Corner of California and Mohawk)
The cost is $25.00 for KCPA members, and $30.00 for attorneys and non-members.
Please RSVP by
January 10, 2012 to:
Programs Director, Shelly Howlett
showlett@kleinlaw.com or 661-395-1000
Deadline for cancellations: 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 10, 2012.
No-shows will be billed. Cancel by calling or emailing Shelly as KCPA must
pay for every reservation.
Checks may be brought to the luncheon or mailed to

KCPA, P.O. Box 2673, Bakersfield, CA 93303

The KCPA certifies that the State Bar of California has approved this activity for
MCLE credit in the amount of 1 hour Substance Abuse credit.

Please Note : The luncheon price increase is due to an increased cost per person
passed on by the Petroleum Club to the Kern County Paralegal Association.




Snapshots from the Holiday L
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FEATURING STARLENE PARSON,
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DIRECTOR

NGREATER BAKERSFI ELD LEGAL ASSI STANCH
WHAT WE DOo

by Starlene Parson

Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance, I ncorporafged

there for almost 30 years. We offer free legal services in civil matters to eligible low-income persons residing

within our service area in Kern County.

Our mission statement is "to promote social change and justice by providing high-quality legal services to
the low-income community." We are a non-profit organization and have been in Bakersfield since 1968. We
serve indigent clients with basic legal needs in a wide range of areas including housing, homelessness, domestic

violence, guardianship, public benefits, health law and consumer law.

We receive funding from the Legal Services Corporation and other public and private sources. GBLA
serves clients under different units, usually based upon the funding source. My job falls under the Adult and
Children Services Unit. 1 assist clients who are having problems with being denied or terminated public benefits
including CalWORKs, Food Stamps (which is now called CalFresh in California), Social Security and SSI. Since
these areas are governed under administrative law, | can represent them in their hearing and appeals process.

The work is challenging but rewarding when we prevail.

When | mention a service we provide to others in the legal community, | sometimes hear comments such
as, il had no idea that you did that. o While | don
article in response to those types of comments as a public service. The following is a description of some of the

other units in our office and the services they provide.

The Equal Access Fund Projectc o mp | ement s t he | e gDoiest ¥iolance®Redsction f
Project (funded by First 5 Kern). It provides legal services and representation to victims of domestic violence who

either do not have children or who have children ages 6 and above.

The Equal Access Fund Projectalso provides an array of other legal services in civil matters (including
health, housing, income maintenance, consumer) outside the greater Bakersfield area (within Kern County) to

eligible low-income individuals and families.

Funded by First 5 Kern, the Guardianship Caregiver Project provides legal and case management
services to eligible grandparents and other caregivers in Kern County who are seeking a legal guardianship over
children ages 0 to 5. This project also provides case management service to help the children obtain supportive

services such as medical care, health insurancegounseling and access to school enroliment.
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