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 August is over already?!  As many of us are still trying to figure out where that month 

went others are jet setting their way into September and preparing for the fall months to 

come, football and the holidays (oh yeah, I went there) .  Speaking of which, we are still 

looking for members to volunteer with our holiday luncheon committee.  Please email me or 

Cori McGinty if you are interested.  

 A special thank you to Jeff Travis, Esq. from Bortin Petrini, LLP and his wonderful 

presentation on "Business and Intellectual Property Law" at our August General Meeting, 

which left us all intrigued and quite amused with his delightful spin on this topic.  For those 

of you who missed this last month, I implore you to attend this next monthõs luncheon 

featuring our own òAttorney Stickó, Craig D. Braun, Esq.  

 In further reflection of August, please pat all of yourselves on the back for the 

exceptional cash contributions to the Kern County ò999ó Officer Down Foundation.  Your 

generosity was phenomenal.  Septemberõs community service affairs event is to benefit Stella 

Hills Elementary School.  You are asked to donate new or gently used clothing, jackets, coats, 

(including new underwear and socks), etc.  As you may be rummaging through all of your own 

children(s) last yearõs clothing and replacing it with this yearõs back-to-school must haves, bag 

those old items up and bring them to our general meeting on September 8th.  

 As membership enrollment continues ever onward, I ask you to please consider any 

events that you may want to participate in this year as a member of KCPA.  I have spoken to 

many people and so far one of the biggest complaints is that there is not enough time to 

socialize at the luncheons.  I would like to know what socializing would you like to do. Would 

you attend a mixer? A picnic at the park, for both you and your immediate family?  What 

about a self -defense class?  Please email me your ideas and letõs get to work on something 

that will be a good outlet for all of us, one event to just relax, have some fun together, and get 

to know one another in a less rushed atmosphere.  

 In the meantime, enjoy September, be safe and stay cool!  

       Here to Serve You, Amber D. Brewer   

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE                                                 Amber Brewer  
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September Community Affairs  

A very grateful thank you to all members and attendees at the August 

luncheon who made donations to the  

Officer "999" Foundation  

Total:  $127.00  

KCPA is organizing a clothing drive to benefit Stella Hills Elementary School located at 

3800 Jewett Avenue near Chester Avenue and West Columbus Street.  93% of their 

students come from low -income households.  Donations of new or gently used clothing, 

jackets, coats, hoodies, (including new underwear and socks) for elementary school -aged 

children may be submitted at the September 8, 2011 general meeting at the Petroleum 

Club or to Starlene Parson, c/o Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance (GBLA), 615 

California Avenue, Bakersfield, California 93304.  You may call Starlene at 661 -334-4672 

with any questions.   

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Black_Ribbon.svg
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Blankets for the 

Bakersfield Homeless  

Shelter 

 

Book drive to donate 

books to the SPCA for 

its springtime book 

drive.  

 

 

Business clothes and suits for 

men and women participating 

in the Life Training Program 

at the Bakersfield Rescue 

Mission  

 

 

Clothing drive for 

Alliance Against 

Family Violence  

 

 

Canned/packaged food 

drive to benefit the 

Senior Sack Lunch 

through the Golden 

Empire Gleaners  

 

 

Kern County Wounded 

Heroes FundñCash 

Donations  

 

 

The Heart 

Gallery  

Kern County ò999ó 

Officer Down 

Foundation ñCash 

Donations  

Clothing Drive 

for Stella Hills 

Elementary School  

Submit name of family in 

need (that is not currently 

receiving public assistance) 

to receive pre -cooked 

Thanksgiving dinner  

Donations of cash for use 

by the Kern County Fire 

Department to purchase 

Care Bears  

Gift drive to benefit 

Jamison Childrenõs Center.  

Please bring an unwrapped 

gift item for a child 0 -18 

years of age. 

January 

CALENDAR 

kcpA COMMUNITY AFFAIRS SCHEDULE 

February March 

April May June 

July August September 

October November December 
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&ÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ (ÁÎÁ 4ÁÒÉÎȟ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

 

 

IŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŬŜƭŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффпΣ Iŀƴŀ ƛǎ 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ /Ƙŀƛƴ μ /ƻƘƴ μ {ǝƭŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ 

ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  

ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭΣ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ 

Lƴ мффпΣ Iŀƴŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƴ Wƻŀǉǳƛƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜΦ  Lƴ нлллΣ 

ǎƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ .ŀƪŜǊǎŬŜƭŘΦ   Lƴ 

aŀȅ нллоΣ Iŀƴŀ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 

/ŜǊǝŬŜŘ [ŜƎŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ό/[!ύ ŦǊƻƳ b![!Φ 

Iŀƴŀ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 

/ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǝƻƴ [ŀǿΦ   Lƴ 

ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭƛǝƎŀǝƻƴΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭŀǿΣ ōŀƴƪǊǳǇǘŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀǘŜΦ 

Iŀƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Y/t! hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ нллт ŀƴŘ нлмлΦ 

Iŀƴŀ ƛǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ōƻȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ 

ōǳǎȅΦ   Lƴ ƘŜǊ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǝƳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ 

ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǘƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ  

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ 

Guard well within yourself that treasure, kindness.  Know how to give without 

hesitation, how to lose without regret, how to acquire without meanness.  

George Sand 

1804-1875 
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Jeff Travis, Borton Petrini LLP  

Guest Speaker at August KCPA Luncheon  

Topic:  Business and Intellectual Property Law  

Thank you to David Mebane Ranches for donating a Starbucks gift card 

and Jean Keleher for donating a Starbucks gift card  

and tumbler for the drawing.  

~ Winners ~  

Starlene Parson (GBLA) and Amy Ramos (Kaplan College)  

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!  

Big jobs usually go to the men who prove 

their ability to outgrow the small ones.  

Theodore Roosevelt  
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SEPTEMBER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The Kern County Paralegal Association, a State Bar approved MCLE provider, invites  

you to our  

September luncheon on  

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

 

CRAIG BRAUN, ESQ. of  

LAW OFFICE OF CRAIG D. BRAUN 

will be speaking on 

òDeeds of Trust: Rights, Remedies and Californiaõs Anti-Deficiency Statutes ó 

The luncheon will be held at 

The Petroleum Club 

12th Floor of the Stockdale Towers 

5060 California Avenue 

Bakersfield, California 

(N/E Corner of California and Mohawk) 

The cost is $16.00 for KCPA members, and $20.00 for attorneys and non-members. 

Please RSVP by  

September 6, 2011 to: 

Programs Director, Cori McGinty 

cori.mcginty@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for cancellations:  5:00 p.m. on 

September 6, 2011.  No-shows will be billed. 
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 We all know that the ability to 

exploit free legal research is an important 

skill.  It can make you look savvy and save 

your employer money.  However, there are 

a daunting number of free or low -cost 

legal research sites available on the 

internet and it can be difficult to know 

which one to use and where to start.  

Some sites offer totally free content, while 

others provide a mixture of free and fee -

based information.  

 Many of the free sites are large 

comprehensive sites with information 

such as overviews of legal topics, cases, 

statutes, legal news, and directories of 

legal professionals and experts, 

corporations, universities, or other non -

profit organizations may produce these 

comprehensive sites.  

 In addition to these robust 

resources, government sites are also 

valuable legal research tools at both 

federal and state levels.  Government 

agency and court websites are particularly 

useful.  

FINDLAW:  http:/lp.findlaw.com/  

 There are two versions of the site, 

one for the public and one for legal 

professionals.  Each version is useful, but 

the professional version website is above.  

JUSTIA:  www.justia.com  

 Justia offers comprehensive 

coverage of a wide variety of legal 

materials.  Justiaõs ambitious stated 

mission is to òadvance the availability of 

legal resources for the benefit of society.ó 

 The site focuses on primary legal 

materials.  When you have selected a 

specific area, you will generally be 

presented with a brief overview of that 

area of law and related information such 

as useful web resources, relevant laws, 

legislation, regulations, important cases, 

articles, and news.  

 A unique feature of this site is the 

Latin America section where you can 

access the laws, codes, and cases of 

Mexico and countries in Central and 

South America.  

 In addition to the resources from its 

home page, Justia maintains a òUS 

Supreme Court Centeró that is helpful 

when researching information or cases at 

this level.  Clicking the òmoreó tab and 

selecting òSupreme Courtó can access it.  

Also within the òmoreó option, you can 

select federal dockets and search dockets 

and filings by party name or select an 

advance search for more search options.  

(Continued on next page)  

FREE RESEARCH RESOURCES  

Excerpts from article published in NALA òFACTS & FINDINGSó  

July/August 2011  

written by Stacey Bowers, JD, Ph.D., MLIS  

Courtesy is as much a mark of a gentleman as courage.  

Theodore Roosevelt  
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LEGAL INFORMATION INSTITUTE  

www.law.cornell.edu  

 This is one of the best 

comprehensive sites provided by a non -

profit organization.  Produced by the 

Cornell University Law School, the states 

mission behind this site is that òeveryone 

should be able to read and understand the 

laws that govern them, without cost.ó 

 Within the òread the lawó section, 

you can access federal and state 

constitutions, laws, codes, statutes, and 

cases. 

 The òpopular topicsó section allows 

you to explore specific legal topics.  

 In the òlearn moreó section, you can 

access the online legal dictionary called 

Wex, the Supreme Court Bulletin , the 

annotated US Constitution , and the LII 

legal blog.  You can also follow them on 

Facebook or Twitter.  

GOVERNMENT SITES  

www.usa.gov  

 The official site for the United 

States government contains a list, 

accessible from the homepage, of all the  

federal agencies. 

 Thomas (http://thomas.loc.gov)  

is published by the Library of Congress 

and contains a wealth of resources.  You 

can search legislation in the current 

Congress from the home page by keyword 

or bill number.  You can browse bills by 

the names of their sponsors . . . date range 

. . . specific committee . . . or to a stage in 

the legislative process.  

OTHER SITES:  

MegaLaw (www.megalaw.com)  

The Public Library of Law  

(www.plol.org)  

LexisOne Community  

http://law.lexis -

nexis.com/webcenters/lexisone/)  

HG (www.hg.org)  

Google Scholar  

(www.scholar.google.com)  

 Free web resources are a good place 

to start in your research, but they should 

be supplemented and updates.  Never 

assume that you will find all the answers 

or information through a free site.  

Abridged and reprinted with permission of the National Association of Legal Assistants and Stacey Bowers, JD, 

PhD, MLIS. The complete article originally appeared in the July/August 2011 issue of Facts & Findings , the bi-

monthly magazine for paralegals. For further information, contact NALA at www.nala.org  or phone 918 - 587 - 6828.  

WORD MATCH  

(Blackõs Law Dictionary, Ninth Edition) 

1. Cotset  a.  A writ ordering someone to produce an alleged felon in court. 

2. Gore  b.  A villain who provides labor to a lord in exchange for a cottage and plot of land. 

3. Manucaption c.  A small, narrow slip of land. 

4.   Cosuretyship d.  To control a point in issue. 

5. Govern  e.   The relation between two or more sureties who are bound to answer for the same 

          duty of the principal, and who are jointly responsible for any loss resulting from 

          the principalõs default..                                                        (Answers on page 15) 

http://www.nala.org
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WHAT ABOUT NEW ZEALAND?  

By Leslee Vincent 

 

My husband is from New Zealand, my sister, brother -in -law and one daughter live in New Zealand and 

other daughter about to move to New Zealand in 3 weeks!  So what is so great about New Zealand?   

 

New Zealand (Aotearoa in MƑori -- translated as "land of the long white cloud") is an island country in 

the south -western Pacific Ocean comprising two main landmasses (the North Island and the South 

Island) and numerous smaller islands.   

 

Polynesians settled New Zealand in 1250 ð1300 AD and developed a distinctive MƑori culture, and 

Europeans first made contact in 1642 AD. In 1840 the British and MƑori signed a treaty making New 

Zealand a colony of the British Empire.  Immigrant numbers increased sharply and conflicts escalated 

into the New Zealand Wars, which resulted in much MƑori land being confiscated in the mid North 

Island. Economic depressions were followed by periods of political reform, with women gaining the vote 

during the 1890s, and a welfare state being established from the 1930s. After World War II, New 

Zealand joined Australia and the United States in the ANZUS security treaty, although the United 

States later suspended the treaty after New Zealand banned nuclear weapons. New Zealanders enjoyed 

one of the highest standards of living in the world in the 1950s, but the 1970s saw a deep recession, 

worsened by oil shocks and the United Kingdom's entry into the European Economic Community. The 

country underwent major economic changes during the 1980s, which transformed it from a 

protectionist to a liberalized free -trade economy. Markets for New Zealand's agricultural exports have 

diversified greatly since the 1970s, with once -dominant exports of wool being overtaken by dairy 

products, meat, and recently wine.  There are more sheep than people in New Zealand ð I recall there 

are about 11 million sheep and 4 million people.   

 

I have been to New Zealand 4 times and getting ready to leave in September for my 5 th trip.  New 

Zealand is a wonderful place to visit.  The countryside is pristine and New Zealanders (aka òKiwisó) are 

passionate about protecting their environment (thank goodness!).  New Zealand is not only known for 

its pristine environment, but extreme sports.  We will be partaking in a few of the extreme sports, such 

as òBlack Water Raftingó which is tubing in caves under the ground (you see glow worms!!).  Bungee 

jumping off the Auckland Harbour Bridge (my son, not me!), zip lining down from the top of the 

Skytower (1,200 feet) in Auckland City, doing the Zorb in Rotorua (I canõt explain it, you need to Google 

that one!), to name a few.  

 

We will also being enjoying my favorite coffee a òFlat Whiteó served with a Chocolate Fish on the side. 

 

Lots of the caf®s do òlatte artó on the top as pictured here.  Thatõs a picture of my sister holding her Flat 

White.  If you are a hard core coffee drinker you can order a òLong Blackó which is basically the same 

thing as an Americano.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flat_White_Coffee.png


 

10 

 

We will also be tramping (hiking) in the Waitakere Ranges rain forest that is about 10 minutes from 

my sisterõs home.  Here are a couple of shots from our last visit:  Ferns as big as my house!!!   There 

are some incredible trees, birds, beaches, etc. to see!                         

We will be in New Zealand during the 

Rugby World Cup and we get to go watch 

the United States play Ireland on 

September 11 th !!!  We will be waiving our 

American flags in support!!!  Speaking of 

New Zealand rugby, you should Google 

the òAll Blacks Hakaó and watch the New 

Zealand National Rugby team (called the 

òAll Blacksó) do the Haka, a Maori war 

dance.  They do it before each game and 

the opposing team has to stand before 

them and watch.  Itõs pretty awesome and 

gets the blood pumping for sure!!   

Lots of movies have been filmed in New 

Zealand.  You may recall that Lord of the Rings was one of them.  You can visit the Weta Studios in 

Wellington to see all about it.  Have your picture taken next to a huge Ork or Gollum!!  Eeewww.  

 

With beautiful beaches, awesome rainforests, and a beautiful countryside whatõs not to like.  I hope 

you will plan to visit New Zealand at least once in your life.  You donõt have to participate in extreme 

sports, itõs a beautiful country, friendly people, and a simple laid back lifestyle that all can enjoy!! 
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Itõs that time of year again ñ ALREADY!!  Amber Brewer and Cori 

McGinty are co -chairing the Holiday Luncheon on behalf of the Kern County Paralegal 

Association.  The committee is looking for volunteers to help with ticket sales, solicitation 

of potential donors for raffle items and pick -up and delivery of them; decorating day of 

lunch.  Sign -up sheets will be at the August luncheon. Thank you!  

REMINDER!!!  

4Ï ÁÖÏÉÄ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÄÏ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÓÁÙ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÂÅ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇȢ 

%ÌÂÅÒÔ (ÕÂÂÁÒÄ 

ΧήΫάɂΧίΧΫ 

STROOP TEST ñGREAT BRAIN TEASER  

Ready to test your executive attention capacity?  

Quick! say aloud what color you 

see in every word, NOT the word 

you read.  

Explanation: The Stroop test is 

used in neuropsychological 

evaluations to measure mental 

vitality and flexibility, since 

performing well requires strong 

attention and self -regulation 

capability  
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RESTAURANT REVIEW  

Sugar Mill  

By Jannett K. Coats  

 

If  you have not been to 
the Sugar Mill in Oildale, 
California, youõre missing 
out!  They serve breakfast, 
lunch and dinner at prices 

anyone can afford.  Not only is the food really 
good, but the portions they serve are enough 
to take home for later.   

 
If youõre a breakfast buff like I am, this 

is definitely the place to eat.  They serve 
everything from pancakes and eggs to chili 
verde burritos.  Everything is homemade, just 
like mama used to make; homemade sausage, 
mild or spicy, even homemade biscuits and 
gravy.   

 
The lunch and dinner menus also have 

a large selection to choose from such as soups 
and sandwiches, even an oven roasted turkey 
dinner (just like Thanksgiving!) 

 
So if  you are tired of  fast food and 

want some good home cookinõ, you might 
want to take a drive out to the Sugar Mill, 
located at 2523 N. Chester Avenue, corner of  
China Grade Loop and North Chester, in the 
Vons shopping center. 

 

RECIPE 

by Kay Roberts 

 

~Cheese Bread~ 

 

1 small can diced green 
chilies (or Jalapenos if you 
like heat) 
1 small can diced black olives 
1 bundle of green onions (4-5 
stalks) ı diced 
1 ı 12 oz. package cheese 
(any kind) shredded 
1 cup mayonnaise 
1 loaf French bread (sliced 
lengthwise) 
 
 
Combine 1st five ingredients in a 
large bowl.  Spread on each half of 
the French bread. Slice bread.  Broil 
for 5 minutes, or until cheese is 
melted. 
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~KCPA SUSTAINING MEMBERS ~  

 

ATTORNEYõS CERTIFIED SERVICES 

 

CHAIN | COHN | STILES  

 

DOWLING, AARON & KEELER  

 

EXPRESS PHARMACY  

 

KELEHERõS CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS 

 

KLEIN, DENATALE, GOLDNER, COOPER, ROSENLIEB & KIMBALL, LLP  

 

WOOD & RANDALL CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS  

 

Becoming a Sustaining Member of KCPA: 

Your companyôs help-wanted ads run as needed, your 

companyôs logo ad runs monthly in THE PARALEGAL POST, 

and your companyôs name and website link are placed on  

KCPAôs website.  Sustaining Membership is only 

$125.00 per year.  Please contact our Members Service 

Director, Justin Madding @ jmadding@chainlaw.com 
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Support our 
sustaining members. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR  SUPPORT!!!  


